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WOMAN W POLITICS. 



More than a quarter of a century ago a strong and deter- 
mined effort was begun to obtain for woman a coordinate influ- 
ence and power with man in the management of her own 
individual affairs and in the regulation of those of the public at 
large. Originating with members of the female sex, the move- 
ment was at first confined to a limited portion of the United 
States, and was conducted by a few advanced and perhaps abnor- 
mally constituted women, to whom in a short time were united 
a half dozen men of similar tendencies and characteristics. One 
of the principal objects of many of the women appeared to be to 
make themselves look as much as possible like men. They cut 
their hair short, parted it on one side, and displayed longings for 
short frocks and trousers. Strange to say, the men who affiliated 
with them exhibited inclinations toward femininity. They wore 
their hair long, parted it in the middle, and donned coats the skirts 
of which almost touched their heels. Both sexes of this advance 
guard were, however, of one accord in their abuse of the average 
man and woman. The first they professed to regard as a tyrant 
and a monster, to be held up to execration for his wickedness, 
while the other was a faint-hearted slave, in whom thousands of 
years of captivity had annihilated the overwhelming mental and 
physical vigor she had originally possessed, and who now for her 
abject subserviency to her oppressor was entitled only to the scorn 
and contempt of her more enlightened and progressive sisters 
and brothers. 

At first the attempt to emancipate woman from the thraldom 
in which she was supposed to exist was met both by good-natured 
derision and stern denunciation. It was either looked upon as a 
joke or its promoters were regarded as being outside the pale of 
decent society. But, whether treated with ridicule or abuse, the 
asserters of " woman's rights " were almost universally regarded 
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as a set of impracticable fanatics who, being disappointed in their 
efforts to get husbands or wives, or else unhappy in their domes- 
tic relations, were levying war against the very foundations of 
society, and endeavoring in their mortification and rage to make 
their fellow creatures as miserable as they were themselves. 

But, as generally happens when the adherents of a creed or 
a system are energetic and unscrupulous in its propagation, the 
originators of the movement in question little by little obtained 
the countenance and active support of many persons of well- 
balanced and erudite minds. It began to be recognized that there 
was a good deal of truth in the mass of platitudes and absurdi- 
ties which the short-haired women and long-haired men enunci- 
ated. Their yearly gatherings became more and more respectable, 
and many newspapers and magazines supported more or less 
fully the doctrine of the equality of the sexes. Eventually it 
came to be acknowledged, through the action of that spirit of 
fairness which is at the bottom of human nature, that the 
field of woman's usefulness to herself and the world at large 
was unduly circumscribed ; her right to labor in her own way 
for her own support and that of those dependent upon her 
was — grudgingly, in some instances — conceded; the learned 
professions of medicine, theology, and law were, in a measure, 
opened to her ; she was permitted to fill certain public offices, 
and in some States a restricted franchise was conferred upon 
her. At the present time she can practice medicine almost any- 
where in the civilized world; several religious denominations 
permit her to expound their faith ; some of the States of the 
Union admit her to the bar, and one Territory gives her judicial 
powers. Her right to work in any field of labor she may select 
is granted ; her person and property are as well protected by the 
law as those of man ; she has all the rights and privileges neces- 
sary for her material and mental prosperity, and she is not 
required to serve in the militia or the posse comitatus, to sit on 
juries or to take her turn at the pumps of a sinking ship. But 
she still contends — or, at least, those who assume to represent her 
do — for the rights of co-education, of unrestricted suffrage, and 
of holding political office. The first of these demands does not 
come within the scope of the present discussion. The other two 
we propose to consider briefly, and to show that, in our opinion, 
grave anatomical and physiological reasons demand not only 
that the progress of the revolution should be arrested, but that, 
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contrary to the ordinary course of procedure in other revolu- 
tions, this one should go backward. 

It may be asserted, without fear of successful contradiction, 
that the governing power of the world is to be found in the brain 
of mankind. If it were not for the predominence in this respect 
which the human species exhibits over the lower animals, it is 
quite certain that they would long since have swept their present 
masters from the face of the earth. The mere fact that they do 
not possess the faculty of combining so as to act in concert 
against man is of itself sufficient to prevent so dire a catas- 
trophe. Their brains are neither sufficiently large, nor is their 
cerebral structure highly enough developed, to admit of their 
carrying out, or even of conceiving, a systematic plan of opera : 
tions against the order of created beings which now holds 
them in subjection. Brain, therefore, being the matter which 
by its inherent power of evolving the mind places the beings 
possessing it in the highest degree of perfection, at the head of 
creation, it is important to ascertain, in the determination of the 
question before us, what are the essential points of difference 
between the mind-producing organ of man and that of woman. 

In the first place, the brain of man is larger than that of woman. 
Very many observations made by different investigators in 
different parts of the civilized world lead to a general accord- 
ance of results on this point. It is quite true that the brains of 
some women are larger than those of some men, just as some 
women are vastly superior mentally to some men. But the 
question is to be determined not by taking a plus extreme 
in the one instance and comparing it with a minus extreme 
in the other, but by taking the average of many examinations, 
or by comparing plus with plus and minus with minus. The 
average difference has been variously given by different authors 
as being from four to six ounces, according to the nationality of 
the subjects ; but the mean as established by Welcker appears to 
be about as correct as such determinations can be made. This ob- 
server found the average male brain to weigh one thousand three 
hundred and ninety grammes, or about forty-nine ounces, and 
the average female brain twelve hundred and fifty grammes, or 
about forty-four ounces, showing, therefore, a difference in favor 
of the male brain of five ounces. The proportion existing be- 
tween the two is as one hundred to ninety ; that is, the average 
male brain is ten per cent, heavier than the average female brain. 
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But relatively to the weight of the body in the two sexes, 
there is no essential difference in the weight of the brain. The 
body of the female is shorter and altogether of slighter build 
than that of the male. The difference in stature is about eight 
per cent., so that relatively to her height the brain of woman is 
but two per cent, less in weight than that of man. In a series 
of eighty-one males cited by Quain from the records of several 
observers, it was found that the weight of the entire brain and 
that of the body at the age of twenty years and upward bore 
the proportion to each other of 1 to 36.5, and in a series of 
eighty-two females as 1 to 36.46. The proportionate weight of 
the brain in the two sexes does not, therefore, according to these 
figures, differ materially. Really, however, the matter is not of 
any psychological importance, for numerous observations show 
beyond doubt that the intellectual power of an individual does 
not depend upon the weight of the brain relative to that of 
the body, so much as it does upon absolute brain weight. If the 
reverse were the fact we could increase the intelligence of a fat 
man or woman by subjecting him or her to a Banting system of 
diet, or produce a contrary effect by feeding a thin person on fat, 
starch, and sugar. It has not been observed that emaciated indi- 
viduals are endowed with superior mental qualifications, or that 
corpulency necessarily tends to the production of imbecility. 
Moreover, there have been many determinations of the weight of 
the brain in individuals who had been remarkable for intellectu- 
ality, and though the weight has been in excess of the average, 
it has never been noted that there was any relation between the 
intelligence and brain-weight on the one side and the weight of 
the body on the other. Generally speaking, the size and weight 
of an individual's brain are in direct relation to the mental capac- 
ity, and though there are some exceptions to this statement, 
they are not enough to invalidate the general conclusion. In ten 
men remarkable for their intellectual development the average 
weight of the brain was 54.7 ounces, or 5.7 ounces above the 
average weight of the male brain. Of these, the brain of Cuvier, 
the great French naturalist, weighed 64.5 ounces. Not only is 
there no record of a healthy female brain reaching this weight, 
but the number in which the weight has gone over fifty-five 
ounces is exceedingly small. However, when we compare the 
largest male with the largest female brain, the average difference 
of five ounces is very much exceeded. Thus, of two hundred and 
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seventy-eight adult male brains, the maximum weighed sixty-five 
ounces; while of one hundred and ninety-one adult female brains, 
the maximum was only fifty-six ounces — a difference of nine 
ounces, or nearly double the average. 

The female brain, however, is not only smaller than that of 
man, but it is different in structure, and this fact involves much 
more as regards the character of the mental faculties than does 
the element of size. Thus, accurate measurements show that the 
anterior portion of the brain comprising the frontal lobes, in 
which the highest intellectual faculties reside, is much more 
developed in man than in woman, and this not only as regards its 
size, but its convolutions also. Taking 100 as representing 
the entire length of the brain, the frontal development in man 
will be expressed by the figures 43.9, while in woman it will be 
indicated by the figures 31.3. Now, the part of the brain which 
is especially concerned in the evolution of mind is the gray 
matter constituting the cortex, and this is increased or dimin- 
ished in accordance with the number and complexity of the con- 
volutions. The frontal lobes contain a greater amount of gray 
cortical matter than any other part of the brain, and they are, 
as we have seen, larger in man than in woman. 

Again, it is only necessary to compare an average male with 
an average female brain to perceive at once how numerous and 
striking are the differences existing between them. Not only is 
the former longer, but its vertical and transverse diameters are 
greater proportionally than those of the latter, and hence the 
shape is quite different. Moreover, its convolutions are more 
intricate, the sulci are deeper, the secondary fissures more 
numerous, and there is some reason for believing — though the 
observations on this point are not perhaps sufficiently numerous 
to warrant the positive assertion — that the gray matter of cor- 
responding parts of the brain in the two sexes is decidedly thicker 
in man than it is in woman. It is quite certain, as the observa- 
tions of the writer show, that the specific gravity of both the 
white and the gray substances of the brain is greater in man 
than it is in woman. 

It is not necessary, therefore, m order to the advancement of 
the view to be presented in this connection, that we should 
insist upon the fact that as man has more brain than woman he 
must possess more mind. The question we design to submit is 
not so much one of quantity as it is of quality. The brain of 
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woman is, as we have seen, different from that of man, and 
difference of structure necessarily involves difference of function. 
Doubtless, it is perfectly adapted to the proper status of woman 
in the established plan of nature, and for that very reason it is 
not suited to the work which is required of man's brain. It is a 
brain from which emotion rather than intellect is evolved, and 
this circumstance, while it constitutes one of the strongest 
factors among those which are concerned in the preservation 
and happiness of the human species, is, at the same time, one 
which thoroughly disqualifies her in whom it is manifested for 
those sterner duties which musb be performed through the 
exercise of the intellectual faculties. The best wife, the best 
mother, the best sister, would inevitably make the worst legisla- 
tor, the worst judge, the worst commander of a man-of-war. 

To this great preponderance of the emotional over the intel- 
lectual nature is due the fact that very few women are capable 
of an intense degree of abstract thought, no matter how much 
education they may have received. The female brain, besides 
being an emotional, is, like that of the quadrumana, an imita- 
tive brain. It is not capable of originating, though it copies 
well. No great idea, no great invention, no great discovery in 
science or art, no great poetical, dramatic or musical composition, 
has ever yet emanated from a woman's brain. There have been 
two or three second-rate female painters, and perhaps one first- 
rate female novelist, — and when that is said, all is said. Who, 
however, will venture to say that the brain which evolves a moth- 
er's love, a wife's fidelity and self-abnegation, a sister's devotion, 
a woman's gentleness, forbearance, and constancy, is not a better 
brain than the one that prompts to the making, executing, and 
interpreting of laws, to arctic voyages, to the discovery of 
electric telegraphs, or to the building of wonderful suspension 
bridges 1 

As woman cannot reason abstractly, neither can she reason 
exactly. She does not, in fact, while having an abhorrence 
of falsehood, understand the necessity for being exact in the 
ordinary affairs of every-day life. She tells her physician, 
for instance, that she " has eaten nothing for a month," and if 
pressed as to whether she means what she says, replies that 
really she " eats nothing at all," and if still further pressed and 
requested to consider for a moment the meaning of the words 
she uses, answers, with entire unconsciousness that there is any 
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difference in the two statements, that she may " take a roll 
and an egg and a cup of coffee for breakfast, and an infinitesimal 
piece of chicken and a modicum of pie for her dinner," but that 
she does " not call that anything." On account of her inability 
to be exact in regard to her age, the diseases she may have had, 
her mode of life, and other matters in which exactness is 
required, life insurance companies decline to issue policies to her. 
For the like reason, many corporations which loan money will 
not lend to women, though the security be as good as gold 
itself. 

It is owing to this difficulty of being exact that the female 
mind experiences overwhelming obstacles in the study of 
mathematics. It is not a matter for surprise that the school- 
girl, under the idea that she must pursue the same course of 
study which experience has shown to be most advantageous 
for boys, suffers with headache and other symptoms of dis- 
ordered cerebral action when she ventures into the domain 
of spherical trigonometry and the differential calculus. The 
attempt to convert a woman into a mathematician is generally 
very much like trying to make a hare drink brandy and soda. 
You may, it is true, sometimes succeed, but then you find not 
only that the animal has acquired a useless accomplishment, 
but that the qualities characteristic of a hare have disappeared. 
It is made very uncomfortable, and for all leporine uses it is 
irretrievably ruined. The example of Mrs. Somerville, the one- 
mathematical woman of the age, will doubtless, occur to some 
persons as an instance in opposition to this view. But an occa- 
sional exception is to be looked for, and does not invalidate the 
correctness of the opinion expressed. Besides, this lady is chiefly 
remarkable for the fact that she was a woman. She made an 
abridgment of Laplace's " Mecanique Celeste," and wrote two or 
three excellent works on the physical sciences, all very creditable 
productions, but scarcely sufficient, had she been a man, to 
cause her name to be very widely known. As one of the most 
friendly of her biographers says, she never reached the grade of 
original observation or ideation. 

A strong point in the mentality of woman consists in her intui- 
tions, which, other things being equal, are perhaps more apt to 
be right than wrong. She will often "jump" at a correct con- 
clusion with a wonderful degree of promptness and accuracy, 
which reason would reach with slowness and difficulty, if at all. 



144 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

There is nothing of intellectuality about the process, so far as 
we can perceive. If asked for her reasons, she has either none 
to give, or those she alleges are altogether irrelevant or insuffi- 
cient. She is in this respect like the Bast Indian judge, of whom 
it was said that his decisions on points of law and equity always 
commanded respect till he gave his reasons for them, and that 
then they appeared to be ridiculous. 

But whether the results of unexplainable mental vision, 
unconscious cerebration or of some other mysterious psychical 
process, intuitions often stand a woman in good stead, and are 
not to be recklessly disregarded by those for whose benefit they 
are evolved. Valuable as they are, however, in the absence of 
any better guides, it would scarcely do for the governor of a 
State to trust to them in the performance of his official acts, 
the judge on the bench to rely on themin questions of law, or the 
mathematician to wait for them to appear when engaged in solv- 
ing a difficult problem. 

But there is a peculiar neurotic condition called the hysterical 
which is ingrafted on the organization of woman, which, so 
long as it does not pass certain limits, is a normal feature of her 
being, and which is met with in a greater or less degree in all 
females of the human species. It is the result of the advanced 
development of the emotional part of her nervous system, and 
has existed, at least, since the earliest historical period with 
women of all nations, of all degrees of civilization and of all 
varieties of physical and mental traits. It is the cause of all the 
most charming features of woman's character and disposition, so 
long as it does not acquire an undue preeminence. But as it is at 
any moment, and often from slight causes, liable to burst out 
into unexpected and uncontrollable paroxysms in which all the 
mental and physical faculties are perverted from their normal 
course of action and thrown into a condition of the most 
astounding turbulence, its possession entirely unfits her for 
emergencies or difficult situations in general. In every woman 
there is, therefore, a potentiality for irregular, illogical, incongru- 
ous, and altogether inharmonious conduct under circumstances 
which require the utmost degree of presence of mind and 
discretion. She is in this respect not unlike a package of dyna- 
mite, perfectly harmless till some one disturbs the equilibrium 
of its particles, but then a power, the precise limit of which 
it is impossible to predict with accuracy. 
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At all times disposed to judge rather as she feels than as she 
thinks, — if she thinks at all on the subject at issue, — she is 
entirely wanting in that type of mental organization known as 
the "judicial mind." Abstract justice in a case in which her 
emotions are involved is an impossibility with her, and however 
much this peculiarity may dispose those whom she loves, and 
who profit by it, to condone its exercise, it is one which those 
who are obnoxious or indifferent to her may well regard with 
fear and trembling. Her likes and dislikes are paramount with 
her ; the question of right or wrong is a secondary considera- 
tion. She will sacrifice her own happiness, her life, and all con- 
siderations of duty to others and the public at large for some 
man whom she loves, and punish with merciless severity those 
who, though innocent of crime, have desecrated her ideals or 
have otherwise rendered themselves unpleasant to her. And it 
is also a notable fact that, in matters submitted to her judgment, 
in which she may originally have had no personal interest, and 
which, therefore, she would a priori be capable of deciding with 
impartiality, she becomes biased through some trifling act of 
kindness or courtesy shown her — a look, a tear will sometimes 
be sufficient — by one of the parties, and pronounces an opinion 
at which Justice starts back in dismay. It would not be at all 
outside of the potentialities for a female judge upon the bench 
to do all in her power to favor the plausible, handsome, gentle- 
manly rogue who tenderly cared for his sick mother and lame 
sister, though evidence as impregnable as Gibraltar showed him 
to have committed a crime; while the dirty, drunken black- 
guard and ruffian who cruelly beat his children would go to 
prison, if she could send him there, for an offense which irre- 
fragable testimony might prove that he could not possibly have 
committed. Shakespeare, in his portrayal of the character of 
Portia, shows that he was thoroughly acquainted with the hys- 
terical element as a factor in the mental organization of women. 

The conferring of the franchise upon woman ought, in com- 
mon justice, to carry with it the right to hold any office for 
which she might have the privilege of voting. Her sex ought, 
in such an event, to be no bar to her being a governor, a chief 
justice, or any other functionary named to office by the people 
or other appointing power. It is to be hoped, however, that 
matters will not reach a more advanced point than that to 
which they have already attained. Nothing could be more 
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derogatory to the true dignity of woman, or more unfortunate 
for the human race, than the dragging of her from the honor- 
able position which she now occupies and for which her mental 
and physical peculiarities so eminently fit her, and the imposi- 
tion upon her of duties which she could not, in the very nature 
of things, be expected to perform with efficiency and impar- 
tiality. There are many offices the functions of which are of a 
clerical or other routine character, for which she is admirably 
qualified, and which, therefore, she could fill with advantage to 
herself and the public. But those in which force of intellect, a 
power of disinterested judgment, and enlarged views of public 
policy are required, must ever continue to be occupied by man. 
While women remain in the sphere of life for which nature 
intended them we shall continue to see, as the ages roll on, 
better women, and, above all, better men to look after the 
interests of humanity according to their natural and unchange- 
able powers. 

"William A. Hammond. 



